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The Times is participating this week with senior English class members who have submitted
letters to the editor.

The class, co-taught by Carol Keiser and Roxanne Whiting, is structured to provide students
with real-life English skills.

“This unit is based on the newspaper and the conceptual difference between news and opinion,”
Whiting said. “We utilize the writing process by having the students write a letter to the editor.
The students may select the school newspaper or the Gothenburg Times to submits their
letters.

“It is a practical way for students to use their writing in a real-world setting as well as an
awesome opportunity to let their opinions be heard.”

The student contributions are:

School should add trap shooting

I think trap should be a school sport. Trap is a sport just like football, volleyball, golf, track and
so on. The school pays for uniforms for those sports. They hire and pay for someone to coach
those sports. We already have a Gothenburg Trap Team and we practice right outside of
Cozad. There are a lot of kids that are on the Gothenburg Trap Team. We also have two
coach’s that coach us kids. They take time out of their days and jobs to coach us kids.

As a lot of people would say trap would not be a school sport because it has to deal with guns.
When kids bring up the word guns in schools people begin to get nervous. I would say that the
kids that participate in this sport/events, of Trap Shooting are responsible. For who’s around
them and following the rules in the handbook.
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One fact that not so many people would know is that Terry Brenzel a state conservation officer
and also director of the Cornhusker Trapshoot says “That in his 42 years of these events that he
holds that there has never been a single accident. Like I said earlier the kids that are around
these guns are responsible. They are not just out running around with a gun chasing people.

Any kids out there in the school system can be on the Trap Team as long as they have had
Hunter Education, and have passed it. Our team that we have right now starts with 8th graders
and ends with seniors. It’s a way to keep kids out of trouble. It’s after school just like any other
sport. If you get in trouble you will be kicked off the team.

Some kids that have been on the team that have graduated from school have said it makes a
difference in a person’s life. It opens up all different kinds of eyes. You never know until you try
something if its not for you then you can drop out. But like I’ve said earlier all kids that are on
the team are responsible.

All I’m asking for is for the school to announces when our shoots are. Maybe put up some of the
awards that we win as a team. Its not like were going to be shooting on school grounds. There
are kids in this sport that are not in any other sport, and I think its about time we give them
some credit and let them be recognized. This is why I think Trap should be a school sport.

According to Mr. Evans, “Trap is not a school sport because no one like coaches or teammates
have asked for the school to be a sponsor for the team. He also said it would be more of a
question for Mr. Ryker.”

Alisha Simants

Foster care alternative needed
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If your parents aren’t able to care for you then you should be able to live on your own.

Being in foster care isn’t a fun thing. Foster parents can kick you out, then you end up in a
group home. Many people bounce from house to house, or from school to school. Foster care
has a way of letting you lose contact with your family members.

If you have a job you should be able to care for yourself and live on your own. Sometimes being
on your own is better for the person. When you’re raised in a home where you have to fend for
yourself it’s how you want it to be. If you have a reliable job, and know how to mange money
and pay bills, and get things done on time, it should not be a big deal to live on your own.

Being placed in homes where you don’t know the people. I have experienced this myself and its
not fun, it’s quite scary and nerve racking. We tend to get attached to the foster parents, they
can change their mind in a quick second and you, could not be living there anymore. When you
don’t know the people you are living with, you can’t gain trust easy.

Being in a foster home or in the system, isn’t a fun thing at all. I am a person who is in this
situation, and I am close to the age of 18 and I would rather be living on my own than being in
people’s houses I don’t know, or getting bounced from house to house.

Kendra Karaffa

Student harassment neglected

I believe the school board needs to take harassment between classmates more seriously. There
are many reasons why this problem needs to be taken care of more often in school.
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Have you ever been treated so badly that you want to stop everything and anything that you’re
doing and quit? I think this is one of the top reasons this problem needs to be dealt with,
because it has happened to me. I, myself, have been harassed for 6 years; it can cause kids to
drop out of school as it almost did me 2 times during my sophomore year. Did you know that
1.4% of Gothenburg High School students dropped out last year according to Local School
Direcory.com and 6.2 Million students dropped out in Nebraska alone in 2009 and that 26% of
all students don’t graduate?” Harassment happens all the time. It can happen in places where
you can’t see it. The kids that get harassed are afraid to say anything to anyone because they
have been threatened, if they do tell someone then something bad will happen. Walking into
school knowing you’re going to get harassed is not right. It makes you hurt inside and just not
want to be there. This could cause the kids being harassed to want to hurt themselves.

This leads to my second reason why harassment needs to be taken very seriously. Hurtful
words come from the harassers; for example, they may comment on how you look, or how you
talk just to be down right mean to you. So, in the minds of the harassed they say to themselves
“I am done. I can’t take it anymore.” These truly mean remarks can make them start hurting
themselves to see that it will lead to cutting, thoughts of suicide, taking drugs and many other
things to see if that will make everything all better, but in the long run it just hurts them, not
anyone else. The National Youth Violence Prevention Resource Center estimates that nearly 30
percent of American youth are either a bully or a target of bullying.” This leads me to my next
thought of reasoning about harassment.

The students that get harassed then can turn the table. Instead of getting bullied or harassed,
they might think about joining some kind of gang to ease their pain. According to Answers.com
“12.7 million people join gangs each year.” Kids think that getting revenge on those who harass
them is not a bad thing and it will heal the hurt they have endured, but in reality hurting others is
wrong. When young teens join gangs, people think they are bad kids but actually they are the
victims. These young kids are teens that have suffered types of emotional stress and bullying.
Teens that are bullied often act out by getting others to be there for them and even though they
are there for each other, they may end up in jail or dead. Believe it or not bullying can lead to
death or serious injury.

In conclusion harassment leads to many bad things, and can cause a lot of hurt to one person. I
hope I have sealed your mind on whether harassment needs to be taken more seriously....Ask
the school board to take action.

Julie Garza
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Cell phones appropriate in school

I believe that it is time that Gothenburg High School students should be allowed cell phones in
school. I have some reasons of why I think they should be allowed cell phones. Emergency
calls, making plans, and lots of uses in the classroom are my three main points of this topic.

To begin, if a student had an emergency, then you could sit there in class and text your parents
without leaving or interrupting class. If a family member has been in an accident or has died,
then your parents wouldn’t have to take the time to call into the high school, push a few buttons
to get connected, and then wait for someone to answer and be transferred to the classroom. All
they would have to do is call the cell phone and their child would be the first to answer. If
students were allowed cell phones in school, then the school wouldn’t have to pay unnecessary
cash to put up phones in the hallway that have a chance of getting broke.

Students are always trying to make plans. If a student wanted to make plans for the lunch hour,
then they could do it throughout the first half of the day. They could use their cell phone and text
someone in the classroom. As long as their phone was on vibrate, no one in class would be
disturbed. Also, teachers usually just don’t let students out of class to use a hall phone;
therefore, cell phones being allowed in school would be awesome.

Cell phones would have many uses in a classroom. If you had a cell phone you could use the
Internet if you had a research paper to be done. The schools wouldn’t have to spend so much
money on new computers every single year. Cell phones have a ton of applications on them; for
example: calculators, Internet, and calendars. You can make reminders about homework
assignments/projects that are due. It could help get things done on time because students are
always on their phones. The new cell phones have apps you can download and some of them
can help a student with school. School’s wouldn’t have to waist school money for phones to be
put up in the hallways and it would be one less bill for them to pay.

Shelby Schmeeckle

5/8

Student write letters to editor
Written by Gothenburg Times
Friday, 21 October 2011 14:15 - Last Updated Monday, 12 December 2011 16:38

Front plate not necessary

Older and restored vehicles should not be required by law to have a front license plate. First of
all, the license plate is costly; in some states they are ugly and look stupid; and they are not
required by other states around Nebraska. The license plate in our state is very ugly and many
people I have talked to agree that it looks stupid. Also, there are other states around us, such as
Kansas, that aren’t required to have the front plate. Having only one plate would reduce the cost
to make them as well the cost and tax to purchase them.

Secondly, the looks of a vehicle are diminished by the front plate. Some people have nice
chrome bumpers and are required to cover them up just to have the license plate. Also, the
looks of the vehicle are hindered due to the ugly piece of metal on the front. Not only does it
cover up the chrome bumpers, but they are also rather large and cover up a big portion of the
vehicles beauty.

Now many people don’t have the original bumpers that come with the license plate mount. So,
that means the custom bumpers are ruined due to drilling holes for attaching the license plate. A
lot of the custom bumpers that are available don’t come with a place to attach the plate so not
only do you have to drill holes to attach it if you do put one on it takes away from the looks of
the bumper. Finally, I just bought a new body kit for my 1989 Trans Am and it has nowhere to
put the license plate so either I put it on and ruin the work I took to put the bumper on or I just
leave it off. I personally chose just to leave it off so it is up it the front window.

In order to save money and the true beauty of so many people’s hard work, the front license
plate should not be required in Nebraska.

Levi Walker
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Allow hats in school

I think hats should be able to be worn if you want when you go to school. Every other public
business allows you to wear them if you want to. In school however it is a rule that you cannot
wear them, unfortunately most schools don’t allow people to wear hats, some do though.

If you think about it if you were to walk in to the City office you aren’t exactly told to take your
hat off, but it’s just a sign of respect, it should be that way when you go to school so it shows
that your school has that amount of respect. I think that schools should promote the use of hats
and other things such as iPods and cell phones because if you think about it most students like
to listen to music when studying and participating in school activities. Their use of their own type
of music probably would be best for them. But basically all I’m saying is that when you express
yourself your more likely to get better at what you are trying to do.

One thing that I completely don’t get about small town schools is that their is no gang affiliations
so there should not be a problem with hats and gang symbols. 12.7 million people get recruited
into gangs, recruitment isn’t so known in small towns however they still put this into fact of a rule
of safety. I think that it shouldn’t be that way only if the population of the town is above 15
thousand. Therefore hats should be worn in small towns schools.

Hats are a good thing to have in your school system because it will express your students.

Lance Miesbauer

Cops harass kids too often

I think cops should just leave kids alone when they are just sitting at the top of lake or down at
the bubble.
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We’re not doing anything wrong just being there. We’re just sitting there talking and hangout, it’s
a place for us kids to hang by ourselves. We can’t get into any trouble really just sitting there.

Cops should pay attention to other things than just us. Just last weekend Levi and I were sitting
up at the bubble and one of the cops pulled up for nothing but to look into our vehicles. They’re
getting in trouble for coming and checking our vehicles anyway.

How far can cops go when checking or looking at kids vehicles? They can’t really do anything
without a search warrant or if they asked their above officer. They also can if they have a
probable reason or suspicion to do so but they can use that excuse all the time.

How many times have kids been pulled over for nothing but just suspicion of activity.

Jesse Baxter
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