Sting of missed opportunities lingers

Written by Deb Egenberger
Thursday, 08 November 2012 15:31 -

=

N\

Successful Gothenburg softball season still falls short of Swede team’s hopes

54

Tom Osborne wrote in one of his books that you practice to win them all.

“We tried to do that and we didn’t win them all,” Swede softball coach Roger Neujahr said about
the 2012 campaign.

“As you approach any season, and particularly with the kids that we have, you shoot for the
state championship. When you don’t win the state championship, it's a downer.”

The sting remains of not winning a game at the state tournament, the coach said.

“That’s probably what hurts and sticks in the mind of the players and the coaching staff,” he
said.

Gothenburg held a 1-0 lead after five innings in the state tourney opener against eventual
champion Arlington, but couldn’t hold on for the win.

The Swedes let several scoring opportunities slip through their hands in an elimination game
against Milford. The Eagles came up with some defensive stops to send the Swedes home on
the first day of competition.
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Amanda Barkmeier—Career: bases,68,2008-12(37,KaTrina Winter,
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2006.09),stikeouts, 400 (262, Mess.  Wear and Hanna Wolf, 201 1); ame:
ersnith, 2006-0); shutouts, 18 (2, Stolen bases, 31y fve others)
Messersmith, and Jordyn Haake, mily Franzen—Career: home
2008-10;no hittrs (4 inn. minimun),  1unS (te), 3 (3, Shelby Eqgleston,
2 (1 Chelsea Miler, 2007, and Erin  2007-10)

(378 Messersmithl, Season: wins, _cord for scoring average per game,
23 (20, Barkmeler, 2011); srikeouts,  8.15 runs; most wins (ti), 25 (26,
181 (137, Barkmeier, 2011 shutouts, 2011 mast runs scored, 263 (249,
8(2, Messersmith, 2006, and Jordyn 2011 ighestbating average, 363
He ) {354, 2008 runs scored per game,
7.97 (7.75, 2011); stolen bases, 141
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B":vn M“'g‘e'fvf"mm NS County, 11 inn., 2006); RBI's, 14 vs.
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Siera Schwanz—Season: walks,  in an inning, 12vs. Alliance (11, four
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