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Home at 1408 Ave. A destroyed.

  

A house fire last week that claimed the life of a Gothenburg woman and injured her son is said
to have been accidental and electrical in origin.

  

Marjorie Farnstrom, 80, was killed in the April 28 blaze while her son—55-year-old Robert
Farnstrom—is recovering in Lincoln from burns he received.

  

 

      

Gothenburg fire chief Mark Ballmer said the findings of the source of the fire are based on an
investigation conducted by  local fire department officials and the Nebraska State Fire Marshal’s
Office.

  

 

  

Fire fighters were called to the home at 1408 Ave. A at 11:51 p.m.

  

Upon arrival, Ballmer said they found the house engulfed in flames.

  

Fire department members extricated Marjorie and Robert  from the home.
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Both were transported by rescue unit to Gothenburg Memorial Hospital where Ballmer said
Marjorie was pronounced dead.

  

Robert was air lifted to Saint Elizabeth’s Burn Center in Lincoln in critical condition.

  

On Tuesday, a relative said he had been released and was staying with his brother Jim
Farnstrom in Lincoln.

  

Ballmer said the single-story house was destroyed and that there were no smoke detectors in
use.

  

Marjorie’s obituary appears on page A11.
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